
Overview of a Federal Case, including Appeal 

 

Initial Appearance &    

Arraignment  

Detention Hearing  

Discovery and            

Investigation  

Motions 

Plea Negotiations 

Guilty Plea  Trial  

United States District Court U.S. Court of Appeals & 

Petition for Certiorari 

Briefing on the case by      

Defendant’s counsel and by 

United States 

Oral Argument before       

Seventh Circuit  

If won, return to district 

court to proceed in    

accordance with          

7th Circuit Ruling  

If appeal is lost, Petition 

for Writ of Certiorari to 

U.S. Supreme Court  

If denied, Petition for 

Rehearing may be filed, if 

not filed or filed and    

denied   

If granted, Briefing on 

case by Defendant’s 

counsel and by Solicitor 

General of the United 

States 

§2255 Motion– Motion 

to Vacate, Set Aside or 

Correct a Sentence  

These are specialized        

appeals where Defendants 

can raise issues not known 

or available at the time of 

trial.  

If won, return to district 

court to proceed in    

accordance with S.C. 

ruling 

If lost  

Not Guilty Guilty 

Sentencing 

If won, return to district 
court for further  
proceedings 

If lost, explore clemency or 

compassionate release. 


